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Editor's Note
from the booklist queen

Are looking for the best
books to read but don't
know where to begin?

You could search on
Goodreads, but then you'll
get Twilight in the top five.
While you might love it,
you have to admit it's not
exactly the epitome of top-
notch writing.

Searching on Amazon, is
even worse. They'll give
you a handy list of twenty-
five titles, only 7 of which I
recognize. And I am in the
book business!

I figured it was time to
make my own list of
favorite books. Those
books that I gave five stars
to because I couldn't get
enough of them. 

Of course, you are likely to
disagree with some of my
choices. Reading taste is
highly variable and
subjective. 

Regardless of taste, I'm
fairly certain you'll find
some books to your liking
in my list. I mean, I gave
you fifty to choose from.

Rachael



BOOK CLUB BOOKS

The WWII story of a blind French girl who
flees from Paris to the coastal city of Saint-
Malo and a young German radio operator
charged with rooting out the French
resistance. Read more →

All the Light We Cannot See
by Anthony Doerr

For years, Kya Clark has survived alone in
the marshes of the North Carolina coast
raising herself in nature. As she comes of
age, she begins to yearn for something more
than her loneliness. Read more →

Where the Crawdads Sing
by Delia Owens
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BOOK CLUB BOOKS

The drowning of a beloved teenage
daughter leaves her family struggling with
her death and wondering what went wrong.
A powerful mixed-race family drama set in
1970s Ohio. Read more →

Everything I Never Told You
by Celeste Ng

Two competing magicians bound together
in a high stakes challenge fall in love, a love
so magical it affects the world around them,
and their dangerous game becomes even
more precarious. Read more →

The Night Circus
by Erin Morgenstern

Ove, a cantankerous old Swede, just wants
to be left in peace so he can commit suicide,
but his pesky neighbors keep getting in the
way. Read more →

A Man Called Ove
by Fredrik Backman
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I wasn't
aware that
words could
hold so much.

DEL IA  OWENS

WHERE  THE  CRAWDADS  S ING



FICTION BESTSELLERS

Harvard professor Alice Howland is at the
top of her career when she begins to have
trouble with her memory and diagnosed
with early-onset Alzheimer’s. Read more →

Still Alice
by Lisa Genova

The families of two NYPD police officers are
torn apart after mental illness causes a
devestating tragedy. When their children fall
in love as adults, they two families must
learn to forgive. Read more →

Ask Again, Yes
by Mary Beth Keene
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FICTION BESTSELLERS

Socially awkward Eleanor has the habit of
saying exactly what she thinks. When she
befriends her slovenly coworker, Eleanor
learns that opening up isn't always a bad
thing. Read more →

Eleanor Oliphant is Completely Fine

by Gail Honeyman

Louisa becomes the caretaker of a young
quadriplegic man who feels like he has
nothing left to live for. As he pushes her to
new heights, she hopes to bring meaning
back to his life. Read more →

Me Before You
by Jojo Moyes

Cameroonian immigrants living in New
York City strive to achieve the American
dream while working for a wealthy
executive at Lehman Brothers in the days
before its collapse. Read more →

Behold the Dreamers
by Imbolo Mbue
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HISTORICAL FICTION

A Vietnam War POW decides to move his
family to the Alaskan frontier. When the
harsh Alaskan winter approaches and his
mental state begins to deteriorate, his wife
and daughter must fight to survive. 
Read more →

The Great Alone
by Kristin Hannah

The unforgettable story of the unlikely
friendship between a wealthy Afghan boy
and the son of his father's servant, it
beautifully describes love, friendship,
betrayal, and redemption. Read more →

The Kite Runner
by Khaled Hosseini
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HISTORICAL FICTION

Based on the true story of Nancy Wake, a
New Zealand expat who became one of the
most decorated women of World War II for
her part in leading the French Resistance.
Read more →

Code Name Hélène
by Ariel Lawhon

An old English butler decides to take a
vacation and contemplate his many years of
service and his unrealized love for the
former housekeeper. Read more →

The Remains of the Day
by Kazuo Ishiguro

The rise and fall of a fictional 70s band, a
story rife with sex, drugs, and plenty of
drama. You'll feel like you are reading a
well-written biopic. Read more →

Daisy Jones & The Six
by Taylor Jenkins Reid
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MYSTERIES

A young Mississippi attorney must decide
how much he is willing to risk to defend a
Black father on trial for the murder of the
men who brutally raped his 10-year-old
daughter. Read more →

A Time to Kill
by John Grisham

A classic whodunit set on an isolated island
mansion where the eight invited guests are
all accused of being murderers and then
start dying off one by one. Read more →

And Then There Were None
by Agatha Christie
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MYSTERIES

Taking the same train to work every day,
Rachel is fascinated by a woman who lives
along her route. Until one day, when Rachel
witnesses something shocking. Read more →

The Girl on the Train
by Paula Hawkins

Way out in the Australia outback, two
brothers wonder if their brother ended his
own life by walking out into the desert or
did someone end it for him? Read more →

The Lost Man
by Jane Harper

At 11 pm, Evelyn Hardcastle is murdered.
Aidan Bishop must relive this day 8 times,
but from the perspective of eight different
witnesses, to  identify Evelyn's murderer or
do it all over again. Read more →

The 7½ Deaths of Evelyn Hardcastle
by Stuart Turton
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We are never
more ourselves
than when we
think people

aren’t watching.
STUART  TURTON

THE  7  1 /2  DEATHS  OF  EVELYN  HARDCASTLE



SCI FI / FANTASY

An astronaut wakes up to find himself
marooned on the planet Mars, left for dead.
Now, he must use all his ingenuity to
overcome insurmountable odds for the
chance to return home to Earth. Read more →

The Martian
by Andy Weir

An oral history of the Zombie War,
presented as interviews of survivors, each
telling a fascinating snippet of the conflict to
save humankind. Read more →

World War Z
by Max Brooks
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SCI FI / FANTASY

To save a galactic empire on the verge of
collapse, psychohistorian Hari Seldon sets
up an elite group of academics on a distant
planet and leaves messages to help them
navigate future crisis points. Read more →

Foundation
by Isaac Asimov

Six-year-old Ender Wiggin - with his
perfect mix of compassion and ruthlessness
-  is sent off to battle school to become the
military genius humanity so desperately
needs. Read more →

Ender's Game
by Orson Scott Card

Kvothe, a living legend in his world, tells a
local biographer how he cultivated his life
into a myth of epic proportions.
Read more →

The Name of the Wind
by Patrick Rothfuss
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MEMOIRS

Detailing her childhood on the South Side of
Chicago, her success as a working mother,
and her years in the White House, former
First Lady Michelle Obama shows how her
past has shaped her into who she has
become today. Read more →

Becoming
by Michelle Obama

Growing up the abused daughter of
extremist survivalists in the rural mountains
of Idaho with no formal education,
Westover managed to eventually earn a
Ph.D. Read more →

Educated
by Tara Westover
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MEMOIRS

 Raised by destructive parents as the poorest
of the poor in rural West Virginia, Jeannete
Walls's memoir tells how she and her
siblings learned to fend for themselves at a
young age. Read more →

The Glass Castle
by Jeannette Walls

The life of "the world's worst dog" whose
antics will leave you in stitches. A great
reminder for you to be grateful for the love
of four-legged friends in your life. 
Read more →

Marley & Me
by John Grogan

Maggie O'Farrell narrates her life story in
glimpses of separate incidents where she
brushed against death, showing you how
she has almost died and how she has lived.
Read more →

I Am I Am I Am
by Maggie O'Farrell
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Your story is what
you have, What you
will always have.
It is something to

own.

MICHEL LE  OBAMA

BECOM ING



NONFICTION

A brilliant oral history and a timeline of that
fateful day on September 11, 2001 when life
in America changed forever. A powerful
read that should be rated six stars. 
Read more →

The Only Plane in the Sky
by Garrett M. Graff

One year of the American Revolutionary
War telling of the leadership of George
Washington, the brilliance of Nathanael
Greene, and the ingenuity of Henry Knox.
Read more →

1776
by David McCullough
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NONFICTION

The thrilling account of Easy Company, a
unit of the 506th Regiment of the 101st
Airborne Division of the US Army who
served on D-Day, at Bastogne, and at Hitler's
Eagle's Nest. Read more →

Band of Brothers
by Stephen E. Ambrose

An investigative piece on Theranos, a Silicon
Valley startup that raised insane amounts of
money all based on a gigantic fraud. 
Read more →

Bad Blood
by John Carreyrou

On November 15, 1959, in the small farming
town of Holcomb, Kansas, two men brutally
murder the Clutter family in their home for
no apparent reason. Read more →

In Cold Blood
by Truman Capote
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NONFICTION

In an eye-opening book, Caroline Criado
Perez shows that we live in a world
designed for men that systemically
discriminates against women. Read more →

Invisible Women
by Caroline Criado Perez

An in-depth look at the power habits have
in our lives. Explaining the science of habits
with fascinating real-life stories, Duhigg
explores how they form and how we can
use them to better ourselves. Read more →

The Power of Habit
by Charles Duhigg
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NONFICTION

The fascinating history of the evolution of
football combined with the inspiring story
of Michael Oher, who, after being taken in
by the Tuohy family, rose to become one of
the most sought after football players of his
generation. Read more →

The Blind Side
by Michael Lewis

What makes extremely successful people
different from others? Gladwell uses
statistics and real-life examples to show
how closely success is tied to opportunity
and timing. Read more →

Outliers
by Malcolm Gladwell

It's not about having more time, it's about
doing the right things with the time you
have. Learn how to decide what is most
essential and then cut out anything else.
Read more →

Essentialism
by Greg McKeown
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CLASSICS

The timeless classic story of young Scout
and Jem watching their father Atticus Finch
defend an innocent Black man accused of
raping a white woman in a small Alabama
town in the 1930s. Read more →

To Kill a Mockingbird
by Harper Lee

From the perfect forgiveness of the priest to
the unrelenting determination of Inspector
Javert, the tale of Jean Valjean - the peasant
convicted for stealing a loaf of bread - will
leave you breathless. Read more →

Les Misérables
by Victor Hugo
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CLASSICS

Wrongfully imprisoned for years, Edmond
Dantes successfully escapes a brutal French
prison and sets out to get the ultimate
revenge on all those who have wronged
him. Read more →

The Count of Monte Cristo
by Alexandre Dumas

George Orwell's terrifying vision of the
future is just as important today as when it
was written. Winston, a depressed Party
worker, longs to join the Resistance and
fight against the totalitarian society. 
Read more →

1984
by George Orwell

The classic British tale of headstrong
Elizabeth Bennet who goes from loathing to
loving the prideful Mr. Darcy is one for the
ages. Read more →

Pride and Prejudice
by Jane Austen
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KIDS & YOUNG ADULT

The heartwarming story of a boy with a
severely deformed face entering public
middle school for the first time. 
Read more →

Wonder
by R. J. Palacio

In 1939, Liesel Meminger is sent to live with
foster parents in Munich. There she
befriends the charming neighborhood boy
Rudy and settles into a life of book thievery.
Read more → 

The Book Thief
by Markus Zusak
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KIDS & YOUNG ADULT

Knowing that she will die sooner rather than
later, Hazel is afraid to let anyone get close
to her. Yet when she meets Augustus Waters
in her Cancer Kid Support Group, her
conviction begins to waver. 
Read more →

The Fault in Our Stars
by John Green

Captured when her plane crashes in
occupied France, British spy Verity is
interrogated by the Gestapo in an attempt to
learn of her mission. How far is she willing
to go for her mission? Read more →

Code Name Verity
by Elizabeth Wein

Sixteen-year-old Starr Carter finds herself
in the middle of a national headline when
she is the only witness to the fatal police
shooting of her best friend. Read more →

The Hate U Give
by Angie Thomas
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